
 

4th Precinct MPACT Meeting Minutes 

February 18, 2016 - 6:00PM 

Linwood Holton Elementary 

 

Call to Order  

Chris Clark, MPACT Coordinator 

Presentation(s)   

Code Enforcement Update : Earl Weaver, Property Maintenance Supervisor 

 

 Mr. Weaver informed the attendees of the amendment made to City Ordinance #2015-191.n helping to 

keep our city beautiful, Richmond created laws requiring property owners to keep grass, weeds, and 

similar vegetation under a height of 12 inches; prevent shrubs or tress from blocking sidewalks, streets, 

alleys, or public right-of-ways. Anyone found in violation will receive one notice of violation per 

growing season. After the first violation, citizens are charged for each new violation during that year’s 

growing season, which runs from March 1 to November 30. If notice is given to the citizen and the 

violation is not abated within 48 hours, the City will abate the violation. Those found in violation will 

be responsible for an administrative charge of $150 per required abatement action, plus cleanup costs.  

The cleanup cost for each violation are based on the property size. The first violation will also result in 

a civil penalty of $50 fee for the first violation. Each future violation results in a mandatory $200 civil 

penalty. An additional $150 Administrative fee plus the cleanup costs apply if the violation is not abated 

by the property owner within 48 hours. Civil penalties will not exceed more than $3000. If a citizen 

receives more than 3 penalties for the same violation(s) within a 24 month period, it will be classified 

as a Class 3 misdemeanor, which is punishable by a fine of up to $500. 
 

Office of Community Wealth Building, Christina Mastroianni, Administrative Project 

Analyst  

 

 

o The Office of Community Wealth Building was established in 2014 by Mayor Jones, to 

coordinate comprehensive poverty reduction. The goal is to implement an integrated set 



of strategies to expand economic opportunity and improve quality-of-life for city 

residents living in poverty or at risk of poverty. Mr. Williamson stated that the poverty 

rate for the City is 26%, and 39% of children living in the City are in poverty. Factors 

that contribute to poverty are things such as: a trend of rising inequality since the 1970’s, 

a decline of manufacture and employment prospects for blue-collar Americans, housing 

and educational segregation, and a weakened family structure. Mayor Jones goals are to 

(1) Reduce the number of residents living in poverty in the City to 40% by 2030, 

including a 50% reduction in child poverty, (2) Reduce the proportion of residents living 

in poverty in the City, (3) Improve the quality-of-life and possibility for upward social 

mobility for children and adults in poverty.  
 

The Office of Community Wealth Building plan covers five focal points to 

address the poverty rate: educational pipeline from prenatal to college/career, workforce 

development, targeted economic development, public housing redevelopment with 

commitment to no involuntary displacement, and regional transportation. There are three 

approaches that must be taken to fundamentally change the City: (1). Bringing more 

resources and opportunities to places to where our low-income residents live. (2). Tearing 

down barriers that isolate the highest poverty neighborhoods from the rest of the city and 

region. (3). Transform our densest concentrations of poverty in vibrant, mixed-used and 

mixed-income neighborhoods, in a way that empowers than displaces people. The City 

operates a locally-funded workforce development program, the Center for Workforce 

Innovation, which currently places over 175 residents a year in employment. The City’s 

goal is to expand that capacity (as part of the regional workforce system) to 1,000 

residents a year. BLISS (Building Lives of Independency and Self Sufficiency), works 

with 20 families, all residents of public housing communities, to help provide family-

based support services. With funding from the city and numerous private donors, 

NEXTUP RVA has launched high-quality after-school programs in Henderson and 

Boushall Middle schools, providing adolescents both academic support and exposure to a 

variety of new experiences.  

 

The Good Neighbor Initiative has been launched to connect residents to existing 

resources in the community. There are plans to demolish several old buildings in 

Creighton Court and replace them with new single and multi-family units. Mr. 

Williamson stated that for every unit that is demolished, one must be come up. To 

promote community involvement, the Office of Community Wealth Building appointed a 

citizen’s advisory board- half of which is made up of residents living below the poverty 

line, to review and give feedback on all of the proposals coming out of the office. The 

office has also selected housing advocates, who are residents of the communities they 

serve, and are tasked with education neighbors and peers about available resources and 

opportunities.  

 

 

Department of Public Utilities: Storm water, Gay Stokes 
 

o The storm water utility was created in 2009. The Clean Water Act was developed in the 
1970’s, which required the city of Richmond to reduce the bacteria and nutrients in the 



James River. Storm water runoff is rain or melted snow that flows over driveways, parking 

lots, roads, sidewalks, streets and roofs or any surface that cannot absorb water. As water 

travels over these surfaces, it picks up dirt, trash, oil, grease, pesticides, fertilizers, pet waste 

and other pollutants and carries them all directly into our waterways. Storm water does not 

get treated before it enters the James River. Ms. Stokes focuses on three priority issues that 

she reports to the state: reducing pet waste, reducing illicit discharge (fats, oils grease), and 

reducing the nutrients that get into the drainage system. Ms. Stokes encourages citizens to 

pick up their pet waste. Over 15% of the bacteria in the James River is from pet waste. 

Residents should avoid putting fats, oils, and grease down the drain. The best option is place 

the grease in a container and freeze it before disposing of it in the garbage. Ms. Stokes that 

citizens should not over fertilize their yard. Citizens should fertilize their yard in the Fall 

instead of the Spring because when it rains the extra nutrients from the fertilizer that washes 

into the river causes the algae to grow, which pulls the oxygen out the area and kills the fish. 

Citizens should have a soil test before applying fertilizer to their yard. 

Department of Public Utilities: Green Alley, Todd Hopkins 

o In 2009, the Department of Public Works and Public Utilities kicked off a series of 

showcase projects, in which the green alley was of particular interest. The pilot alley 

program was funded with a $211,000 grant from the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation and $213,000 in city matching funds. A Green Alley is a porous surface 

which allows rainwater to infiltrate the surface. A Green alley reduces the rate of 

storm water runoff, reduces stress on the combined water system, and filters silt and 

pollutants, and heat.  

 

Discussion Items 
 A citizen asked Ms. Stokes, who residents should contact when they see that a storm drain 

is clogged. 
o Ms. Stokes informed the citizen to call 311. 

 A citizen asked Mr. Hopkins where are the locations of the current and future  green alleys 

Green Alleys Installed, 2010-2014: 

o 12th St Green Alley - between 12th St and 13 St and Main St and Cary St 

o 5th St Green Alley - between 4th St and 5th St and Main St and Cary St 

o 600 Block of St Christopher’s Rd - behind the 600 Block (odd) of St Christopher’s Rd 

o 3200 Block of Monument Ave - behind the 3200 Block (odd) of Monument Ave 

o 411 N 23rd St Green Alley 

o Green Alleys currently in Design: 

o 1400 Block Lorraine Ave 

o 3700 Block Meridian Ave 

o 500 odd Block Cheatwood Ave  

o 3500 odd Block Fendall Ave 

 

 Public Comment Period 



 Citizen stated that a trash can located at 1414 W. Marshall  St is overflowing and the trash is 

accumulating on the property. 

o Location was inspected by Code Enforcement inspector. Property was cited for an 

accumulation of refuse. Owner has abated the issue. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:45PM  

Next Meeting: Thursday, March 17, 2016, 6:00PM, Lindwood Holton Elementary library, 

1600 West Laburnum Avenue  

Staff Contact: Christopher Clark, 804-646-1301 Christopher.Clark@richmondgov.com 

 

 

 

 

 


