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Special Alert! 
 

Do You Have Working Smoke Alarms? 
 

A tragic fire occurred here locally which took the lives of five people. Though the investigation is 

not complete, early reports are that no smoke alarms were heard by the surviving occupants or 
emergency personnel. Some of the survivors barely escaped. Our hearts go out to the family in 

dealing with this devastating incident but there are lessons to be learned. 
 
Smoke alarms are a key part of a home escape plan. When there is a fire, smoke spreads fast. 

Working smoke alarms give you early warning so you can get outside to safety quickly. Once 
alerted, your escape plan should include two ways out of the building. They should be realistic 

avenues and a practice held to see that the plan is feasible. Remember lives depend on 
preparation and attention to detail. 
 

Install smoke alarms inside and outside each bedroom and sleeping area. Large homes may need 
extra smoke alarms to cover each level. A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high on a wall. 

Read the manufacturer’s directions on installation or contact the fire department for assistance. 
Test all smoke alarms at least once a month. Press the test button to be sure the alarm is 
working. Do not take batteries out of the smoke alarm to be used else where. Change the 

batteries every six months. Keep in mind that National statistics show that roughly 3 out of 5 fire 
deaths happen in homes with no smoke alarms or the alarms are not working. 

 
Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your home, you may have only a very few minutes to get out 
safely once the smoke alarm sounds. Everyone needs to know what to do and where to go if 

there is a fire. Draw a map of your home showing all doors and windows. Discuss the plan with 
everyone in your home. Know at least two ways out of every room if possible. Practice your home 

fire drill at least twice a year and use different ways out. 
 
Windows and doors that have not been opened in a while need to be “exercised” so you can open 

them easily in an emergency. If there are family members who may need assistance in an 
evacuation, young or old, what plans do you have for their escape? Once developed, practice the 

plan. Is your plan doable? Make changes as needed to ensure it will work for everyone. Two 
things are very important, one is to have a remote meeting point in the front yard of the house 

that everyone is familiar with while the other is once you are outside STAY OUT. 
 
Keep in mind that the metro area fire departments have free smoke alarms, installations and 

batteries. Call the Metro Richmond Fire Safety Hotline toll-free at 1-888-537-5967 to 
schedule a visit from your firefighters. If you would like, firefighters can conduct a free home 

safety survey. There is no excuse for every home to not have working smoke alarms. If you are 
in need, call today as lives are at stake. Don’t become a statistic. 
 

Here is an excellent example of how fast a fire can grow: http://www.today.com/video/why-you-have-less-time-
to-escape-a-house-fire-today-than-30-years-ago-601680451516   
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